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As | begin to write this article we are preparing to celebrate Catholic Schools Week! 3

During Catholic SchoolgVeek we celebrate what makes Catholic Education distinctive and K
exceptional. The theme for this year 1is ﬁC.;:éth
think of this yeards theme | find myself ryflI

7N
Az
our day in prayer. We take a moment each day to reflect on how we live as Jesus would want 17

A
to live this day. Our students receive instruction in our faith daghattend Mass regularly and >

privileged to be able to express our faith each day in many and varied ways. We begin and enc

receive Jesus in the Eucharist. We celebrate the seasons of the Church year, pray the Stations3§:

the Cross and pray before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Through all these experiences we 3%

N

grow as a faitHilled community aive with the Spirit of Jesus. 3k

. . . . J
We strive for excellence in education. Our teachers are certified and extremely €

dedicated. They put the needs of the students entrusted to their care as their first priority. The 3%
teachers incorporate the New York State Saaatslin the core curriculum subject areas. We have 3l
been fortunate in the past few years to upgrade our technology thanks to the generosity of our Sk
Home School Association, Alumni Association and the Grants we have received. We now have,
state of the art aoputer lab, a white board and document camera in each classroom and "‘

programs to enhance the use of this technology. The students benefit greatly as they use thes* K

educational tools to enhance their learning and enter into their instruction more intgraétare ¥
have a solid Remedial Reading Program with Aims Web testing to identify the strengths and 3%
weaknesses of a studentds reading level . Ay

. . . " ()
weekly music, art, physical education, computer classes aadylitime. Az

/.\
As part of our academic program we have many programs that enhance our academics > 3

help our students to become well rounded in their total education. To help those students with 3%
special needs we receive the services of Resource Room on sigightithe Alden Public Al

7N

Az
N

Az
7~


http://www.stjohnsalden.com/
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School District. We participate in the Federal Hot Lunch Program that provides our students wi;:é

a nutritious, delicious hot lunch. Students have the opportunity to participate in a variety of Sk

extracurricular activities, clubs angberts. For the convenience of working parents we provide e
|

After School Care each school day. \l/

N

Helping students to realize the importance of service in the community id@nlifgoal K

that we strive to instill in our students beginning at a very early$tgelents begin to realize the 3
importance of sharing their time, talents and efforts to help others as an expression of both fait w,
and citizenship. We sponsor food and clothing drives several times a year, find various ways tcJ,
raise money for Catholic Chities to help support the work that they do in the community. | am 7~

. o . J
always amazed at the generosity of our families. In the middle and upper grades the students >

able to participate in Service Club where they actually go into the community to perform 3K
community service. The combined focus on faith, academics and service prepares students for3l¢
full and meaningful lives. 3k
| wish to take this opportunity to thank every parent for entrusting the faith formation anck
education of your child to us. We take timgst and responsibility very seriously. We are 3K
partners with you and for that we are honored. As we celebrate Catholic Schools Week K
beginning at our opening school Mass on Sunday, Januflina9 we ask God to continue to sk
bless and guide us in all thaewlo as we work together to educate your child for life. _}:4
7N

God bless each family! K

%

Pre-K 3 & 4 K

Mrs. Rivera 3
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Happy New Year and Welcome back. Pre_K is up running full speed ahead. ;:é
In PreK 4 we are working on letter recognition, writing are own nguaned writing ¥
number. We are starting to talk about being ready for Kindergarten and focusing on being goo3i&
listeners and always doing our best work. K

Y
We spent some times learning about Dr. Martin Luther King and what it means to live in 7™
Peace. <

PreK 4 also had a fun day with our Fifth Grade buddies. We made a special friendship ,
project which is hanging outside our door in the hallway. Our Fifth Grade buddies also shared
some great books with us and we enjoyed being great listeners. That samehdaytinee 7N
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3k special privilege of wearing our PJb0s to s3kho
3Kk fourth Grade came to our class and performed a played the worked on base on the story The 3%
Al Mitten by Jan Brett. It was a great lesson on sequendifitat an awesome experience to see Sk
" kids teaching kids. Also to celebrate Catholic School Week we had a special assembly called 7
Az \0/
::: Jest. The children laughed so much and fabulous juggling act. We had a terrific time with 7::
7:\ everyon%. We are looking forwatrdo meet i ng everyoneds grand p7o\ re
Az
Yy on Feb. 5. 7.:
Nz \0/
z:: PreK 3 has also been busy working on capital letters and recognizing the letters in their 7 \,,
w~ first names. We have been spending time with shapes too, so that we are sure wethkkno N
Nz . . Nz
N for PreK 4 next year. We ready manning books about snow and created many different types =~
3K snow people. The children work and play together so well. It fun to watch them and see how 3§
K they develop and their interactive conversations with eadr.oiWe will have our own PJ day K
N2 in PreK 3 sometime in February. We are also getting ready to start our Valentine projects and alz
;:: get ready for our next fun Party. _3::
(O ~
Az Az
N 7N
Az H Nz
3¢ Kindergarten <
Az Az
X Mrs. Manley N
Az Nz
N 7N
Alz 4
N 7N
Az Az
N 7N
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3k Happy winter! The Kindergarten class is well rested and lmekotk after a wonderful 3k
N Christmas break. We will soon be celebrating out™d&y of school on the 1of February. A
o The class is very excited to celebrate thil b
::: already be celebrating 100 dayssshool. The kindergarten class is hard at work with reading ’:‘
N and writing. Please continue to review sight words and beginning/ending letter sounds with yo#~
| g ol
>¢ child. Itis very important that we review what is learned in the classroom at home! €
Nz A4
7N N
2 Language Arts \,,
7N 7N
e The Kindergarten class is busy reading lots of books about winter and learning about tl3!¢
7N g N
Al weather. The calendar person forecasts the weather every day and we are learning hovat)
I\ . . . . g I.\
W/ describe and write weather words such as sunny, windy, cloudy, sandiyainy. We read The  y,
e _ y yainy _ 4
\:, Snowy Day and watched the movie on the smart board. We also read Snowmen at Night. 'I\:,‘
N class drew pictures of what their snowman at night would look like and wrote a senten("‘
A4 g
N describing what activities it would do at night. eVdllso read a story about Martin Luther King >
3 Jr. and talked about respecting one another. We talked about how we are all different and h3}%
sk we need to respect those differences. e
N
Az Az
7N 7IN
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3 Math 3
3% 3K
Al We continue to examine numbersl8. We have using linking cubes tonece up with N
" different groups of 10. We discussed how different numbers can add up to the same numtZ!
Az \0/
» This month we also discuss Geometry and fractions. We will look at geometric shapes such”®
Nz p \/
N cone, sphere, cylinder, and cube and compare them to B s such as Circle, triangle, =~
Nz g i
< square, and rectangle. We will how things can be cut into equal parts such as ¥ and Y. &
Sk will also be introducing money! Our math program is very hands on and the class thorough3%
' . ) . . . 9na<
3k enjoys being able to discover justvihthings work! 3k
>E< Phonics S
Az Az
::: We continue to review letters and the sounds they make. The class is working on short :::
7N g
\:, vowel sounds and words that have these sounds. Please continue to review the phonics shee
::: that go home every night with your child. Sigords should be practiced at home as well. | ’:‘
N can see the difference as they continue to read in class. | am very impressed with their letter >
3K formation and how they are all starting to write so neatly. 3K
Az Az
) Religion N
% %
3k We continue to work on our prayeaad church behavior. The class has been introduced 3l
sk to our prayer table that now sits in the back of our classroom. IF you child has a speCN,
\:, intention he or she would like the class to acknowledge | have told them to let me know. TI\:,
N class helped mees up the table and have added their favorite religious stories and prayer bool"‘
s 9 pray
’:\ to it. We also made special dioramas to show the set up of our church ¢
3 _ 3%
3k First Grade 3k
Y3 Miss Bijak 3
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3k The First Graders have begun the New Year with a great start andv@vbden very K
)K busy in the various academic areas! _ )K
¢ Reading 9:<
J
E:S In reading, we have been using phonological awareness strategies including |dent|fy|ng,’::
7N segmenting and combining strategies, and identifying and isolating initial, medial, and final >
3K sounds. In th area of phonics, we have focused on digraphs: ch, th, tch, sh, ph, and wh. We 3§
K have now focused our attention on decoding the longeavards and long i-¢ words. We will MK
Sk continue throughout the upcoming months to focus on long vowels. The stadeatso 3k
2 working on building fluency by reading with expression and decoding words more 2
9 automatically. Our comprehension skills have focused on our essential questions each week c’“
f:f well as these areas: drawing conclusions, infer/predict, compare/comttast,th or 6 s pur |:::» s e
7N N
% 0
5 3%
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3k and effect and sequence of events. The stu3ken
3Kk including: informational text, folktales, and fairy tales. In the area of vocabulary building, we 3k
a2 have concentrated on identifying homophomes, f | ect i onal endings or s
" classifying and categorizing words. The students continue to develop better oral vocabulary
y
e : i ) o e
::: through our rea@loud selections to use in speaking and writing. We keep these on sentence :::
N strips in a specianvelope to remind us of using good word choice. 7N
Nz 99 Nz
N . o . . N
e In grammar, the students have been identifying proper nouns, learning about subjects a::4
" verbs, and correcting sentences for punctuation and organization. We have used these skills tc 7
e ) ng senter P 9 ~ Y Tl
::: developourideasiwr i ti ng. We have worked on AWrit.i r:‘: t
7N wrote a set of directions about how to do something. We have also worked on sentence fluenc7~
3K to make sure our writing sounds organized. We wrote descriptive sentences about a season 3§
K giving specific details about a season selected. We also learned how to write a report and K
3k researched a specific animal and wrote animal characteristics and facts. 3k
J . .
> The students also have a reading log that is sent home each week. | have been E3
3K encouragig the children to read chapter books, informational text and nonfiction selections. 3%
‘ - - - - .
3k Our goal is to be reading more independently and track all the books we are reading! Throughck
N2 the year, the students will be building fluency, reading with expresstreading N2
o independently o
Al : Az
7\ Math I\
Al — Al
N 7N
e In math, we have shifted our attention from adding and subtracting to graphs/tables, pla ¢
S _ _ g g to grap pla g
N value and comparing and ordering numbers. N
3% The students also learned about line graphs, picture graphs, and using data to interpret 3K
_ _ p grap g : Y

-)}é information from a graph. In the area of place value, the students learned how to write numbep}}é
3k to 100 as tens and ones and as standard numerals. For example, 9 tens and 5 ones = 95 or 9(.;:45
Az = 05. Alz

7N 7N

Nz P - Nz
YO Anot her area of f ocus reatrshan is less thantartd e egial m7><o |
3k too, in order to compare numbers. We also 3kon
3k as cumulative review each week. 3k

Az Az
N I n the upcoming weeks, we will work on “Num
3k skip count by 26s, 506s and 1006s. We will al¥o
3k learn about fact families. Throughout the year, we will learn about solid figures and plane K
Al shapes, money, time, fractions and measurement. g

7N 71N

Az .. Az
7N Religion N
Al Az
;:; In religion we learned about saints. One of them was St. Kateri Tekakwitha who was the;:;

9 first Native American saint who wanted to be baptized. We talked about ways we can be O
f:f foll owers of Christ and how we are cadh ed:”iC
7N Ann Seton who started the ASisters of Char3>&t
A4 A4 y
::: We talked about ways to give praise and thanks to God. We learned how God is called: :::
7N P N

9 AOur Fathero and |l earned where that prayer{ca
7:‘ Eucharist. We will see thdesus is present in the Eucharist and what the tabernacle is. 7:‘
YOS >
Al Az

7\ 7N
g Az

7N 7N
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We continue to use our special prayer heart. Each day, we pick a name of a loved one \3%&
would like to pray for. The students really enjoy this and it is a very enjoyable prayer experienc ! Sk

for them. w
N

Social Studies 3

3%

I n social studies, the students finishe\:,
talked about our state, and country. The students learned the names of all seven continents ar ":
the main oceans. We also practiced tracing bomlesur maps. N

Az
7N

The students also learned the importance of a resource. We learned that a resource is e
anything that people can use. As a class activity, the students drew various resources and ~

Az
explained something that can come from it. Such as from aadus crops or from trees various ’:‘
fruits. Tied into this the children learned that it is our responsibility to take care of these >

Az

resources, so we can recycle plastic bags, paper, cans, glass and also reuse other common th3&s

such as water bottles or keimbags. ‘3:(

We al so explored a unit call ed: -ﬁpW@ledLov"‘

Banner song, 0 and discussed how settlers c¥me

purposes of the Declaration of Independence and the United StategufionsiThe students K
also learned about the 50 stars on the United States Flag and how the 13 stripes stand for the 3k
13 states. We learned about these American symbols: bald eagle, liberty bell, and important ,\,.4
historical monuments such as the Statukileérty, Mount Rushmore, the capitol building and :::
the Gateway Arch. N

Az
7~

f—P

OQur next wunit of study wil!/| be AOuTr Cha.;:Lgi

mnay ways people today are the same as people who lived long ago, but the way people live N
change®ver time based on technology and our resources. Students will be asked to create a ti \,,l

line of their life with pictures and drawings showing how they have changed over time. :::
] 7N

Science Sk

, - : , : |

In science, we finished up a fun unit on the five senses. We diel fsonhandon >o<
activities such as a taste test, ffeely bo3¥,

short video clips on the five senses and completed a book to go with this. We also tied this intc3}
being healthy and learned about what propgrition, exercise and rest our body needs to stay 3k
healthy. N2

7N

We spent a lot of time on the solar system. Students learned new vocabulary terms sucl3§

as: the sun, planets, moon, stars and constellations. We learned about various constellations &3}

used stastickers to create the big dipper and many others. *

We will next learn about our earth and talk about what makes up our earth and how we 3
Az

can take care of it. We will study rocks and minerals as well. Another unit of study will be ]

weather and various \&ather seasons around the globe. We will learn about a thermometer, Winc):(

vane and rain gauge. The students will also learn about the water cycle and complete an activ Sk

showing this. Kinds of clouds we will discuss include: cumulus, stratus and cirrus. \.,
N
Az
7N
Az
N
Az
7N

Az
7~

o
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Other News K

Az
We are very excited about the activities we have planned for Catholic Schools week. Th ’:‘

theme this year is: faith, academics, and service. Our classroom door will be decorated with >

pictures and things the students made. We will be particgp lots of really neat activities for 3¢
Catholic Schools week including: the grand3kar

buddies, a magic show, spirit day in the gym and much more! | hope to see lots of families at tt *

Catholic Schools mas Sunday, January 2@t the 9:30 mass. e

N

Second Grade S

Ms. Grover ¥

Az

N

3%

, Az

7N

3%

Az

N

3%

The hustle and bustle of the holiday season has ended, but our classroom is as busy as eve sk

expanding our minds with learning in all academic and social areas. We are curreuitliyadb \:,

way through the school, yet our zest for learning new information is only increasing. This is a :::
truly wonderful thing! Letbs keep up the 7:‘00

Reading, Writing, & Language Arts Development <

In reading we have really enjay¢he several realistic fiction stories that have led us through 3%

a better understanding of character development, finding the main idea, and understanding the.;z
aut horés purpose. Miigiontpiaceseof liedatsre that henee telpadw$ te w\o,n 0

expand our vocabulary, recall new factual information, and relate to these new texts by \,,

comparing and contrasting what we currently know and understand, with the new information v:::

read. N

Az

7N

Math N2

Over the past several weeks we have been vensé on learning how to regroup! We ::‘

started with adding one and two digit numbers that may or may not need to be regrouped. Afte :::

we proved our understanding of that we began one and two digit subtraction! We are currently fo\

focused on subtraction witergr oupi ng. Our goal i s masterys3§ ar
J! Al t hough regrouping has been a piece o3k o

very often take time to review past concepts, such as skip counting, word problems, and even 3k
and odd number; we quiz ourselves on addition and subtraction one digit facts, and intertwine ,

concepts such as measurement and time. :::

7~

Religion K
Religion lessons have been centered around our understanding of the concept of sk
reconciliation. We continuetget more and more excited about receiving the Sacrament of \:,

Reconciliation this year! We have also been learning about what sins are, how sins are forgive ;| O

when we are truly sorry( to repent), and the joy for forgiveness! We have continued with our 7:‘
daily routine to open with a prayer, pray the Act of Contrition, and to read, discuss, and pray foi>€
some of our student written special intentions; which, by the way, are often absolutely hart felt 3}

and beautiful. *

Az
N

Az
7~
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S Science sk
3Kk In science we have been learnifpat how living things get their energy. We have learned 3k
2 about food chains, healthful foods and meals, and how important the sun is to the survival of aly,
" living things. We continue to enjoy our time in the Science Lab as young scientists, and look w
Az Y g Az
::: forward to completing many more experiments as the year moves forward. :::
7~ N
Al Social Studies e
\ ————————————————————————
::, We have just begun an exciting new unit that incorporates weather patterns in different :::
7.\ . . . . . . p . N
regions, cardinal directions, locating landmarks on maps, and learningtaealifferent !
Az g p Nz
w~ sections of the Earth using our globe. In addition, we have taken time to learn about the N
Nz . . Nz
7:\ achievements of some spectacul ar men 1in ou7:\c
Az H H H A4
< King Jr. and Saint John the Baptist! <
Nz Nz
7~ N
3k Looking Ahead 3k
Nz The next few months are sure to be filled with as much excitement as the last. We will 3%
) continue to make advancements in both expectations and achievements in the areas of readln
Az
::: and language arts, math, and all of our content areas. We witliwend work toward mastery ’:‘
N of critical skills, while giving proper attention to social skills development, organizational skills, >
.-y . - - p g .
3K and positive progress as Christians. Two thousand and twelve is sure to a terrific year! K
) Y )
Az Az
7N .
o) Third Grade jod
7N 7N
)K Ms. Nuwer )K
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3k We are beginning our study of the Mass in preparation for our First Communion in May. 3§

3k Our initial lessons review the Sacraments of Initiation. Then we will look at each part of the 3l

3 Eucharistic celebration, focusing on how each part draws us atodesiis and to God. Our Sk

\:, Enroliment Service will be on Thursday, February 9, at 7PM in the Church. Our Eucharistic Dé y,,

::: of Sharing will be on Saturday, March 10, from 9 AM to 12:15 PM in the school. :::

7N 7N

3k Catholic Schools Week begins on Sunday, Jan2@y with Mass at 9:30 AM and Open 3k

Al House following until 12: 30 PM. On Fridaya F
7N . : . . . . .. . 7IN

2 Luncheon. New this year, we will be having a special Magic Show with Magician Mike Seege ,,

an and an opportunity to engage witmse ani mals from the Zoo as Mie:
Az . . . A4 -
7N you for supporting St. John the Baptist Catholic School! N

3 %

Az Az

N 7N

Az Az

7N 7IN

Az Az

N 7N

Az Az

N 7N
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Social Studies ;:5
Alg
7N

We are currently studying the changes made in communities by people; both with their ~,

buildings and inventions and theiei@s. One person who changed our communities was Dr. ::;

Martin Luther King, Jr. We read about his aanlent protest to change the way people treat f::
one another. Then we completed a story board concerning two young people with a N
misunderstanding, concludirige story in a peaceful way. 3K
Az
N

In addition, we have been looking at how the use of putdowns in our interactions with

others can have a lasting affect. We showed this by tearing off a piece of paper from a larger f:f

piece each time we heard a putdow an everyday story about children in school. Next, we N

Alz

listened to a similar schodlay story, but this time a more complimentary one. Each time we Ny

heard a positive remark, we tried to glue the torn paper back together again. Some were able3k

putt he ori gi nal paper back together again, I;:é

putdowns can be apologized for, but they never really leave us. A little bit of the hurt stays Nz
behind. We discovered that we need to show more empatbthfens and their problems to 7N

Alz

avoid the hurt of putdowns. 7N
. Az

Science 7K

%

The Science/Learning Fair will be on March 22 this year. We have reviewed the \/

Scientific Method and have begun our individual projects. This year we are encouraged to ‘f:f
engage in experimén In class, we are working stbg-step on an experiment regarding which 7:‘
color of the spectrum is best to grow grass seeds. <
Alz

In class, we have been studying the Earth. Topics include the water cycle, weather O

patterns, r oc lyers, amerstecting duenatlial redourogss z:f
7N

Math 3¢

7N

T . . Alz

We have begun our study of multiplication. We have drills to help us memorize the fact: >}

We are also studying measurement of length, capacity, and mass. 3
Al
7N

Al
7N

Reading/Language Arts

Our3rdunitisentt | ed ALearning Lessons. 0 Compr3k
opinion, story structure, compare and cont.;:é
Phonics lessons will be on vowel diphthongs, homophones, contractions;camtr&led vavel Az

7N

sounds. Grammar lessons will look at plural nouns, proper nouns, sudje@greement,
pronouns and verbs, and verb tenses. Narrative writing will include descriptive paragraphs,

poetry, autobiographies, an dokseparnassignpnenpnas agﬁf
74

Al
7N

to read a biography. Students were able to dress up as the person they read about as they sh>&

what they | earned about that personbs | ifexk

7N
informational book and to share some factsred about the topic. 3k
Alg

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!Jacob Kasniak Feb. 3 »

Al
7N
Alg
7N
Az
7N
Alg
7N
Az
7N

Alg
7N
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Fourth Grade >§<

- Az

Mrs. Elliott O]

Alg

7N

Az

N

3

Az

7N

3%

Az

N

3%

Happy New Year!!! We all had a wonderful and refreshing holiday vacation and are 3k
eager to continue learning and working hard in the classroene. sl a look at what the class Nz

has been working on since returning from v‘z’

7N

Religion ->:<

The path to Godds kingdom has been our "‘
Discussions of our role models who show us the actions that help leaGusdo6 s ki ngd >
Come and see our role models displayed outside our classroom during the open house. K
Discussions of happiness and what makes us happy have been shared in the classroom as we3lk
With these discussions of happiness brought up the questiomebifsirue happiness and how A
do we gain everlasting happiness. From these discussions we will soon be examining the :::

Beatitudes and how to live them which is our new topic. :::
7N

Language Arts/Reading 3k

N
In writing, the students are completing their comparisdting pieces. We discussed ’0<

many comparisons using graphic organizers, Venn Diagrams, from how Christmas is celebrate3 3
in different countries to characters in our stories. Each student chose one Venn diagram to wril; ):(

a final Comparison piece. Sk
Lo . . . Alz

We are contiuing on with our latest reading unit on the themBofyou know what | N

Mean We are learning about how we all express ourselves in many ways. Being able to 3

recognize and appreciate the differences of expressing ourselves can help lead us to a better 3%
undestanding and cooperation between students. Throughout this unit we are learning about tl.;:é

reading strategies of infer/predict, summarizing, visualize, question, and analyze/evaluate. Az
Through this unit we will be learning that our talents can be usedrimoaicate ideas. The ::‘
reading skills that we will be focusing on throughout the unit are fact and opinion, understandln"‘
characters, compare and contrast, author 6 s>K
historical fiction quilts just inside thdassroom. 3K
We will also begin learning about the Fab 4: Predicting, Summarizing, Questioning, and K
Clarifying. For our first literature circles book, as a class we will be reddiedrales of a 3k
Fourth Grade Nothindpy Judy Blume. While we read the book tiass will be learning and 2
practicing the skills of the Fab 4. :::
7N

Math 9:%

The class has been learning multiplication and division. To continue mastering our facts we ha Sk
been taking daily multiplication quizzes. We are also learning about graphing and time. \.‘

7N
Az
7N

Alg
7N

ai
1.

op
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Science Al
7N

Az
With the sniffles in the air and the chill around us, what a more perfect time to learn Z::

about the systems of the body and how to protect them from illness. We have been learning Z::

about the muscular, skeletal, respiratory, and circulatory sysWmare also beginning to work 2~

on our Science Fair projects. 3K

Nz
N

Az
7N

We are just finishing up a unit on European Explorers and beginning one on Colonial 3%

Social Studies

(@)

<t h
I

(0]
en
a

14y

New York. You can ask any of the fourth graders who the first European explore was that N2
. . 7N
discovered New York. Also, you may want to ask them who our state is named after. e
N

. |

Fifth Grade f:f

Ms. Czajka s

Az

7N

3%

Az

7N

3%

Az

7N

Az

7N

Az

7N

Az

. 7N

Religion N2

7N
The classhasmovedonmi t 2, fBapt i s mlndhisdnitDestudents ma3§i

will take an inrdepth look at the SacramentsBaptism and ConfirmationSo far, they have K
learned why Jesus gave us the Sacrament of Baptism, how they can build up the Church, why;L
Sacraments of Christian Initiation are important, and the significance of the signs used in \.,
Baptism and Confirmation. [0}
7.?

As we continue moving through the unit,3k
what i1t does for wus in our | ives. They wise
Creed, and the doctrine of the Blessed Trinity. An assessmébevgiven at the end of the 2
uni t . They will then begin A{depthlokatthei The EZ
Sacrament of the Eucharist. f:f
. 7N

Reading ;:é

The class began Unit 2, ﬁWiIBngdEafoctlmiaunittern\

i's fMdatdeserves our respect. o They are cursk
read fAStorm Warriorso (Historical Fiction)sk
Forgotten Her oe s antérrmsroffcompratension thegdt skilteey wil) sk
work on will be fAcon,cd uasndntshaewidh g rmtlomiz\:,
Theirfocs f or fluency wil | .bdordecoding théymwill stidyn g: p u:::
fi c 0 mp o u nadFinally, thel\v@cabulary sdtegy thg  wi | | |l ook at i s f=av
roots. o In Lesson 10, the main selection 3¢
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(Informational Text), anfletheopa{Pedtsg)eoski b
comprehension, the target skill theywillo r k on wi | | be Amain idee;:é a
strategy wil |l be Amonitor/clarify.o They |
+ /r/ Soundso for decoding, and fAAnalogiesQ f

N

At the end of Unit 2, the gtients will take a Unit Test (not cumulative) which will just K
focus on the skills taught/ practiced in Un;:ét
Big Ideawi | | be AHIi story is made by individual w O
icause and effect,o Afact and opinion, o ﬁcz::nc
and Acompare and contrast. o The cl ass Wil7:‘r

biography selections. %:é

N2

The class is currently working on thdamnuary book reports (Biography). They are ::;

7N

completing an Independent Reading Contract filled with activities that they can choose from.

They will not be completing a written book report for this month. Also, there will be NO BOOK ':':f

REPORT in the month dfebruary. This is due to the fact that they will have their Science Fair <

Projects to work on, and | do not want to overwhelm them. 3

Nz

Language Arts r

7N
I'n Unit 2 of spelling, the students are3kbe

10, they will looka t AFi nal S ¢ hAwthe close bHf Uit 2,3heyuwill tke.a nit 2 Al
Spelling Test. I n Unit 3 they will study ;:;he
Pattern, o fAiVV Pattern,o and fAFinal Schwa +7/1I

7N
In grammar, ite class is beginniigo wor k on ACompl ex Sent eskce
study fAQuotations. o A Unit 2 Test wild.l bexsgi
cumulative, but rather, it will only contain grammar concepts covered in Unit 2. In Unit 3, the :::
studentswilllearm bout ASubject and Object Pronouns‘f:fu F
Verbs, 0 AActive Voice and Passive Voice, 0 ’:’:fnd

7N

Il n writing, the class is #fAwrit randgEffecto r eap 0
Paragraphd obhathkowuseing trait, fAorganizaQio
focused on fAword choice. 0 Currently, they™ar

~ N . . Az
on Al deas. o0 To close Unit 2, they wilalt uec @*po
that will focus on fAldeaso and fiSentence F3¥ue
Composition as part of their Unit 2 test. 3%lIn

Al
Mathematics N
3¢

The students are currentl e ﬂ\liumnibsamisn@nmjp;:éldrm
and wil |l be starting Unit 4, Pléageibegin@fgouWhol ey Nu

havendét already) going over the basic mult{pl

prepare your child for these two units. f:f
N

AfterUnit 4, will be looking at Unit 5 fANum3ksr
AOperations with Fractions, o and Unit 7 @AG¥kom
covered within these units, so the students will be having combined chapter tests rather tha Sk
individual chapter tests. W

N
Az
7N

Alg
7N
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Social Studies e

N

Az

To end Unit 1, the students studied AENQI T
AHurricane Katrina and New Orl eanso in Les::‘on
Af ol dabl e, 06 o rdthemwrding dogvo infarreation thdt eelatedhoahe big idea of 70\
the unit, AHow do people adapt to where th,.\y
compose an essay about the big idea. They are also working ontarimngyoject in the K
schoobs computer | ab that i s having them creaxge

each assigned a region of the United States to research, and are going to create a brochure th :::
depicts what they learned through their research. ~

Az
7N

AfterUnitl,thestdent s will move on to Unit 2, d3kni
to Present. o This wunit will |l ook at the hsust
ntries.
countries _}K
Science K
Az
Thestudentsaeur rent |l y in Uni't , ly finished Ghapt8r@2, e n ::‘3 S .

ACells to Systems. o0 As an assessment plec’:‘f
that had them identifying the similarities and difference between plant and animal cells. The 3§
projects turned out awesome! They aogv beginning their study of human body systems. K

Some of the information for this topic will be from Chapter 3 in their textbooks, but some of it 3l¢

will not be, so please be prepared for this and look for any handouts that discuss information tr N

is not within the text. They need to keep these in a safe place to study from! ).(
|

Once they finish their study of human body systems, they will look at plants in Chapter <3¢

Az
7~

AIS Reading >E<

Ms. Helmbrecht N

Az
7N

Az
7~

Az
77~

Az
7~

Az
7~

Az
7~

Az
7~

We have recently completed the AIMSweb winter benchmarkingesdurrently using 3K
the data to make decisions regarding tiered reading instruction. Over the next few weeks, 3k
parents of students who scored below the established benchmarks will receive a copy of the 3k
report providing information on how their child perted. If a student does not meet the 2
established benchmarks he/she will be monitored more frequently and provided with additionc:::
reading support. Depending on the students needs the additional support may be provided 7~
within their classroom with the honoam teacher, or through a more intensive-puli N

program in the reading room. ):(
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Grade 2 & 3 K

The second and third grade students are working hard to boost their reading skills usingy S
theFountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention Program in conjumctvith the Orton %"
Gillingham multisensory approach. The students fe@dand engaging leveled books that help \::

them work toward their gradevel goals. The LLI program alternates the reading of fiction and ’:‘

nonfiction books so that the students are eggde a variety of text features and structures. N
Each daily lesson is a combination of reading, writing, phonics/word study, and comprehensmr,.(
activities. The students especially enjoy the Oflfingham multisensory activities such as K
writing lettersand letter combinations in the sand. 3k
Nz
The students have also been working on building their reading fluency with ‘f“

reader 6s theater. T h e dtogaheToddare Brienel§ haycatei n g"‘o
doing a great job making their reading sduike talking. E3
S
Grade 4 PN

7~
\0/

The fourth grade students have been working on sharpening their decoding, fluency, an \.,
comprehension skills during reading groups. On Mondays the students focus on letter sounds "‘
vowel combinations, blends, digraphs, and how wavdrk using the Ortoillingham I

approach This approach emphasizes visual, auditory and kinesthetic learning styles. 3K

Az
7~

On the other two days we meet the students work on enhancing their comprehension ary 3%

fluency skills. Recently we have been focusamgvisualizing while reading/isualizing, or \u
creating mental imagewhile reading can help improwmprehension. Creating mental \::
imagesrequires the reader to be actively engaged with the text. As the students read they thlr"‘
about all of their sensés help make their mental images more vivid. ¥
Grade 5 3K

3

The fifth graders are continuing to use the Oi@&ilngham program to enhance their 3k
encoding skills. Learning more about the sounds that letters make, the various letter Az

N

Az
7~

Grade 8 ¥

Az

N

The eighth grade reading group is focusing on making, supporting, and revising K
predictions, as well as asking questions during reading. These strategies help the students s¢ k!
purpose ér reading and keep them thinking along the way. The students userirRies \.,
inside their books to record their predictions and questions. They are practicing theses stratec”! \,,

while reading the novéllumber the Stars ’:‘
<
Alz
7N
Alg
7N
Az
7N
Az
N
Az
7N
Az
N

combinations, and how wordgork help the studentmprove their spelling abilities.
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Spanish éié

N2

Mrs. Cometto 7
bcomédto@stjohnsalden.com N
¥ o ¥ 3%
3%

Alz

7N

3%

© 6 3%

Grade 6 students are learning that the Spanish language agrees in number and gender.e:é

We have been writing sentences and speaking in conversation every day. <
Every Wednesday the middle school students are usually in the computereooking on a K
cultural project, listening to Sefior Wooly or reviewing current vocabulary using 3k
www.classzone.com. Iy
7N

Grade 7 students have a lot to tackle as we are almost finished Unit 2. Students are 3§
responsible for memorizing their vocabulary from eaudpter in the units we have been K
covering and to review the past chapters. Seventh graders do very well in conversation togethe,;:%
in class. They have just | earned the verb g,
the locationthermerimateantd aerdb fiser o and al)
with first year Spanish are those awful irregular verbs conocer, oir, hacer. These just have to b”*
memorized. ¥

We are completing grammar quizzes for Unit 2 Chapter 2 and sometime nextaeek O
24) will begin testing in this chapter.

Grade 8 students are just beginning Unit 5 Chapter 1. Students have just finished Iearni.;:é

the preterite tense of the verb SER, an irag
Aod to fAteodofiaed. AiSdbudents have been introdl
expressing extremes. Now that the eighth graders are in the last unit of the text book, they are ‘f:f
learning irregular affirmative and negative ti commands and reflexive verbs. N

The songsnd videos from our Sefior Wooly collection help with every grammar lesson .,
in our text book. Remember we have a subscription to his website: www.senorwooly.com

Students have been given the password to sign in so that they are able to listen and enjoy his ‘f::

music and videos at home. 7::
A\74

. . <

Intermediate and Primary Grades Kto 5 3:4

7N

We begin each class, praying in Spanish, with the sign of the cross. The younger studer3i§

have begun the Glory Be and the older children say the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be 3%

I\
each dayfollowed by the pledge of allegiance....also in Spanish. 955
Students are involved in coloring, bilingual stories, games and songs. In conversation, student:y,
are always taught to answer a question in a complete sentence. Some activities are hands on :::
while others might be an active game of pato, pato, ganso (duck, duck, goose). So much of the”

vocabulary learned in the younger years is learned through games and students practicing thei><
language skills with their peers. | am very pleased with the progresBeaptbnunciation my K
students have shown. 3k

3

Alg
7N

ir
5 0

eg
ce
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Middle School Religion ?Ef
Mrs. Murty )
= E=) o
‘3.4“ E 0
7N

‘% \lz
N

In 6" Grade, ve are beginning our study of Unit 2 by looking at slavery and deliverance. 3k

Just as God freed the Isrealites from slavery in Egypt, so he can deliver us fitwah efislaves a2
. o . 7N

us. Next, we will look at Passover and the Eucharistic celebration. Just as the Passover meal ,,
celebrates the Exodus, the Eucharist celebrates the passing over of Jesus from death to new Ii:::
7N

Recentlythe 7" Gradershave been discussitgw a vocation is more than just a job. A 3

job is what we do, a vocation is how we live, in other words, how we serve others and God. W3k

have all been given unique talents and Cansk
will discuss how all peopleegardless of race, nationality, gender, religion, culture or social Az
status, have dignity because they have beel

7N
In 8" Grade, ve began our study of unit 2 by looking at our Church in the first centuries, K
describingdisagreements between leaders of the early Church. We are now looking at the N

development of liturgical traditions and teachings of the Church that are essential to our faith _3:

7N
today. O

Middle School Literature O

Miss Cotton Sie
We have been very busy ringing etNew Year byeading, responding, discussing and _}:,

” | 7N
then reading some more! sk

Each grade level has begun a new Literature unit based upon 3k
essential questions and themes. To explore these questions and m N2
themes, the students will all be examining a varietgxifs including ~ - _}:4

= 7N

short stories, novels, poems, speeches, songs, etc. «
7N

Al
7N
. . . . Al

The sixthgraderar e j ust compl et iumtg t he chi e>:<
andarmbout to begin a new un iThe essantial quabtionsdoktpid 03¢
unit are: K
Al
7N

Alz
7N

6" grade:

1) How can literature allow us to explore new or unfamiliar places?

2) What can we learn about other cultures through literature? K
3) What can we learn about history through literature? igi
4) Can |literature be used as an fAescapeo t?if
5) What do we learn about melves by exploring other worlds? z:Z

7N
Az
7N

Alg
7N

ma

n
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Some of the texts that we will read in thisunitinclidE he Fun They Hado %:é
Asimov,anx cer pt from AExpl ori ng tihTeh eT iLtoacnhi cNoe st;:e

Monster 0 by Gadihreglay vdrsioly dhe hlantom Tollboothy Susan Nanus, Az
pg614660 We wi |l |l spend time diving into thes J
discussing, analyzing and creating some interesting projects at the end of the unit. 7:‘

7" grade: N

The seventlgradersar e gi nning to draw near the en.w
shortly begin a new Themrdgsdntialguestiond radhissunitara: ma k i

N

1) How do you determine what matters most? K
Al

2) Who influences the decisions we make? O
7N

3) What drives us to makée decisions that we make? A 3K
. . . ® 3¢

4) What happens if you make a decision too hastily? =) Sk
‘-

5) How can one decision lead to another? ?:S
7N

6) How do we know we are making the right decision? K
A4

Some of the texts that we will read in thisunitincléd€ he Thi rd Wi sihA& b

Az

Boy and A Mano by James CRd ms ey nUlalnm&énd,Tal e (‘)’f:f
AAfter Twenty Yjeshto name abew. We will dpend a gpod deal of time N
discussing the decisions and actions of these characters and determining whethiregr no -3:%
made the correct decision, as well as taking time to reflect on our own personal decisions. K
th : K

8" grade: O

7N

The eighthgradersr e cont i nui ng tTheeessentialquéstionsdhat wé d 3¢

have been examining in this unit include: 3k
Al

1 How, andto what extent, does your identity influence your ability to achieve your dreams :::

or goals? IO
Al
7N

T How do outside influences help you or discourage you from achieving your dreams? 3¢

1 How does your neighborhood, and where you come from, affect your ability to achieve .,
7N

your dreams? 2
71N
: : . Al
1 How does your family help or hinder you from achieving your dreams? >:<
N2
7N
T How does your race or ethnicity help you or hinder you from achieving your dreams? 3¢
Al
1 How does your gender affect the extent to which you are able to achieve your dreams? {,
N
- . J
1 To whatlengths are we willing to go to achieve our dreams or to be accepted? >
3%
Az
71N
Alg

7N
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e a
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3k So far, b examine these questions, gtedents have exploragveral texts, including K
3Kk AMushroomso by Sylvia Plath, Al Have a Dreygmo
a2 DreamDefer ed 0 by Langst on HuAgnérieas Histomby dudith Oritze x ¢ e \a,p t
::: Cofer. Now, we areeading the novelhe House on Mango Strdst Sandra Cisneros, focusing \,,
::: mainly on the affect that gender, family and neighborhood have on your abilityiev@gour ’:‘
N dreams. After completing this novel, the students will work on composing a video to portra on|7o\
Az P y
< of these important themes that we have spent so much time discussing in class. Then, we will 3 3K
e have a fAscreeningo t o gtheodiscusshhe thamesitimiottey aren c3%a s
7~ N
Sl based upon. e
N 7N
Az Nz
::: Also, a reminder that second semester Independent Reading projects will be due at the ?::
N end of February (February 28 Please help me to encourage students to work on these projects
proj
Az Nz
N early so they do notave to rush at the end to complete them. Thank you, as always, for your 7~
3K continued support and cooperation in ensuring that this new year will be a successful one for a3
Y )
K students! . K
Sk Middle School Math 3k
3¢ Mr. Keem 3%
% S
Az Az
N N
Az Az
N 7N
Az Az
7N 7N
Az Az
N 7N
Az Az
N 7N
Alz th Alz
N 6 Grade N
4 Az
N 7N
3k In math we have been working onlleating and displaying data in graphs and tables. K
N2 Students have done great in creating their bar graphs, line graphs, and other types of graphs. “yl¢s
K grap yp grap S
s chapter usual goes smoothly because of the excellent job of their previous teachers. Up next V\\‘,
Oy P P
' be proprtional relationships which deals with things like indirect measure, sales tax, and
3K : )
percent.
Az Az
7N 7N
Az Az
7N N
e 7" Grade e
7N —_— 7N
Nz Az
::: We just finished working on proportional relationships and percents. We will now be ’:\
Az
::: looking at some of Euclid's basic work. This includes bas@sliand angles. This class did an ’:‘
’:‘ outstanding job with these topics last year. | can not wait to expand on what they already know? ’:\
%:é on the topic. %:é
% Al
71N 71N
N 8" Grade N
7IN —_— 7N
ANz \0/
;:; We have been working on the foundations of geometry in class. This includes topics like Q) \.,
» parallel an perpendicular lines, angles in triangles, as well as other polygons. As always the 7
Az ) X . . Y9 . . y Az
N eighth grade is doing well. They are a pleasure to have in my class on a daily basis. From 7N
3 Geometry we will move into perimeter, area, and volume. 3
K 3
Az Az
7N N



